A Bill to Increase the Federal Minimum Wage
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 is hereby amended to establish the federal minimum wage of $9.50 per hour for all employees. This legislation does not apply to service industries. The federal minimum wage shall increase by $1.50 per hour annually for each of the next six fiscal years.
Section 2.
“Employee” means an individual who enters into a contractual relationship with an employer to provide services in exchange for compensation.
“Service industries” means businesses that provide goods and services directly to consumers and customarily solicit gratuities or tips from customers in addition to the primary transaction.
“Minimum wage” means the lowest hourly wage a worker may pay an employee per hour.
Section 3.
The U.S. Department of Labor will be responsible for the oversight and enforcement of this law.

SECTION 4.
This legislation will take effect on January 1 following ratification of this legislation. Annual federal minimum wage increases will occur on January 1 of each year thereafter. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by ______.
